
This year has seen an unprecedented number of 
projects receiving application assistance from 
NEFCO and funded by the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Economic Development Administration 
(EDA).  Two projects proposed by multi-county 
organizations, NorTech and JumpStart, Inc, have 
received grants from EDA for activities that will 
promote economic development within the NEFCO 
region and Northeast Ohio.  Notification of an 
award to NorTech was made in early May, while 
JumpStart’s award was announced in June. 
 
An award for a third project, the Lakeside 
Innovation Business Park, was announced on June 
24th.  This project, based in the City of Barberton 
and awarded to the Barberton Community 
Development Corporation, will facilitate the 
creation of industrial sites away from Barberton’s 
flood plain.  Nearly $1.6 million in EDA funds will 
be used to develop infrastructure and roadway 
improvements for this business park, which is 
expected to generate 480 jobs. 
 
Over the past year, NEFCO staff has assisted these 
awardees with requirements needed during the 
application process, including activities such as 
application development and review, disseminating 
project information to appropriate contacts in the 
region, and inclusion in NEFCO’s project ranking 
and economic development report to the EDA.  
NEFCO staff also provided guidance through the 
project review phases in EDA’s Chicago Regional 
Office. 
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Cooperation and Coordination in Development Planning 
among the Units of Government in Portage, Stark, Summit and Wayne Counties 

Economic Development Administration Funds Three Northeast Ohio Projects 

NorTech will receive 
$300,000 for its Advanced 
Energy Cluster Development 
study in Northeast Ohio.  
NorTech is a regional non-

profit technology-based development organization 
that serves 21 counties in Northeast Ohio. The study 
will create a series of roadmaps that will guide the 
region’s efforts to generate economic growth and 
jobs in the advanced energy industry.  Over the next 
year, NorTech will develop guidance for the Energy 
Storage, Transportation Electrification, Smart Grid 
and Biomass/Waste-to-Energy sectors.  Previous 
research has shown that these four sectors hold the 
most promise for economic growth in Northeast 
Ohio. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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2010 Nimishillen Creek LEAP 
 
NEFCO and the Nimishillen Creek Watershed 
Partners will be holding their 9th Annual 
Nimishillen Creek LEAP (Litter, Elimination, 
Awareness, and Prevention) clean-up on 
Saturday, September 18, along the lower 
portion of Nimishillen Creek.  More details 
coming soon!   
 
If you are interested contact Eric Akin or visit: 
www.uptuscwatershed.org/nimishillen_creek_leap.htm 

Volunteers comb the banks of East Branch Nimishillen 
Creek for litter. 

LEAP participants take a much-needed break after filling 
a dumpster with debris along the East Branch of 
Nimishillen Creek. 

 
 
The EDA, through a $1.5 
million economic assistance 
grant awarded in June 2010, 
has partnered with Northeast 
Ohio’s JumpStart Inc. to 
share its nationally-
recognized venture development model with six 
communities in the EDA’s Great Lakes region. 
Akron and Summit County, along with the other 
select locales (which include Fort Wayne & Greater 
Gary, Indiana; Detroit, Michigan; and St. Paul & 
Duluth, Minnesota), are “Knight Communities” 
served by the John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation, a project partner along with the Surdna 
Foundation.  Even though Akron and Summit 
County are already within JumpStart’s Northeast 
Ohio coverage area, the grant support targeted at the 
area will enable heightened work for core-city, 
women and minority entrepreneurs, and will serve 
as the model for similar work in the other five 
project communities. 
 
For more information, please contact Sylvia Chinn-
Levy (information for this article was compiled with 
the assistance of a NorTech press release and staff 
from JumpStart Inc.). 

(Continued from page 1) 

The U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic 
Development Administration (EDA) has announced 
a new review process for applications requesting 
federal grant dollars.  Beginning on October 1, 2010, 
the start of the new federal fiscal year, applicants can 
expect to receive a response within 90 days from the 
start of the review cycle for their project.  EDA’s 
new process is anticipated to be more open and 
accessible, timely and transparent.  Estimates for the 

current review for a project had 
the approval process taking 
about 38 weeks on average to 
complete.  EDA has posted an 
e-mail address for comments 
and suggestions on the 
proposed process.  For more 
information, visit http://

www.eda.gov/InvestmentsGrants/Grant%
20Process.xml.  Comments may be sent 
to:  grantimprovement@eda.doc.gov 

EDA Announces New Review Process for 
Funding Requests 
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In a healthy stream system 
· The stream meanders and water flow varies.  Rapid in shallows, slow in 

pools, it picks up oxygen, moves and deposits sediment, and provides 
many habitats. 

· The stream bottom is not silted in.  Gravelly streams support a variety of 
fish and invertebrates.  These all consume nutrients that enter the stream,  
break down decaying material,  and provide food for larger animals.  The 
Ohio EPA assesses biological communities to determine water quality. 

· Downstream waters remain healthy, providing scenic, economic, and 
recreational assets to the region.    

Maia Peck, the Middle Cuyahoga River Watershed Coordinator, is working with the watershed partners to 
develop a watershed inventory, identify problems or opportunities, and measures to implement.  Ms. Peck hopes 
to have public discussions during Fall, 2010.  A draft plan is expected in Winter, 2011.   
 
In assessing the health of the watershed and its streams, Ms. Peck and the partners are considering how the 
landscape itself provides benefits to water quality and public health, safety, and welfare.  An important focus of 
this effort is to assess the riparian (streamside) landscape and identify potential areas for protection or restoration.  

  Unhealthy streams 
· Are often silted in, providing very little habitat, nutrient   

removal, or oxygenation.  The excess nutrients can cause 
nuisance algae blooms. 

· Often have no riparian protection and cannot spill onto their 
floodplains.  Pollutants and excess storm water flow right 
in.  The extra flood water shoots downstream, eroding 
banks, increasing flooding, and  threatening properties 

· May degrade downstream waters.   
· Cost communities extra to manage the problems. 

Middle Cuyahoga River Watershed Plan Inventory, Problems, Opportunities:   
The Riparian Area and the Health of Streams 

Areas that function well— may 
benefit from preservation of the intact 
riparian corridor. 

Areas that have lost protection— 
could be shielded from further 
damage by  restoring vegetation. 

Areas that have been 
damaged—may benefit from 
restoration. 

The riparian (stream corridor) landscape is one of the most important 
features of  healthy streams.   The wetlands, floodplains, and dense 
vegetation along a stream protect it— and the public welfare—by:  
· Absorbing, filtering, slowing, and storing flood water, thereby   

reducing local and downstream flood volumes, flooding, pollution, and 
erosion;  

· Stabilizing stream banks; 
· Providing habitat, cooling, and, during dry spells, water. 

Riparian Corridor Considerations and the Watershed Action Plan... 
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NEFCO is a regional council serving 
Portage, Stark, Summit and Wayne 
Counties and the city, village and township 
governments and citizens within the four-
county area.  The NEFCO Forum is 
financed primarily by the U.S. Department 
of Commerce, Economic Development 
Administration, and the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  
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NEFCO Undertakes Watershed Planning in Portage, Stark, and Summit Counties 

NEFCO will be leading watershed planning efforts 
in three watersheds in the coming months.  The 
work includes updating existing plans, finishing 
incomplete watershed planning work, and starting a 
new watershed plan to help improve and protect 
local water resources.    

 
Nimishillen Creek Watershed is located 
in Stark and Summit Counties and 
includes the Cities of Canton, North 
Canton, Louisville, and Green; the 
Villages of Hartville and East Sparta, and 

the townships in the central portion of Stark County.  
NEFCO completed the State-endorsed Nimishillen 
Creek Watershed – State Action Plan in 2007.  
However, since the plan’s endorsement, new data 
from the Ohio EPA’s Nimishillen Creek Total 
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) study has become 
available.  NEFCO and the Nimishillen Creek 
Watershed Partners have started to incorporate the 
TMDL findings and recommendations into the 
watershed action plan.  Information such as aquatic 
life use attainment, load reduction goals, and 
recommended implementation strategies will all be 
incorporated into NEFCO’s plan.  In addition, 
watershed stakeholders will have an opportunity to 
update water quality progress achieved over the last 
three years.  NEFCO plans to complete the plan 
update by the spring of 2011. 
 
Upper Wolf Creek Watershed 
feeds into Summit County’s 
Barberton Reservoir, which serves 
as the primary drinking water 
supply for the City of Barberton’s 

28,000 residents.  This 18,062-acre watershed is 
located on the border of Summit and Medina 
Counties, and includes Norton and Wadsworth 
Cities, and Copley, Granger, Sharon, and 
Wadsworth Townships.  NEFCO completed a 
watershed management plan for the basin in 1999 
and made informational updates to the plan in 2007; 
however, the plan has not been endorsed by the 
State.  In the fall of 2010, NEFCO will re-start 
efforts to produce a State-endorsed watershed action 
plan.  This will include reconvening the technical 
advisory committee to guide the update efforts and 
incorporate data from the 2009 Tuscarawas River 
TMDL.  
 
Little Cuyahoga River Watershed is the most 
recent watershed planning effort initiated by 
NEFCO.  The Little Cuyahoga River is an 
urban/suburban watershed in Summit and Portage 

Counties and includes portions of the 
Cities of Akron and Tallmadge; 
Villages of Mogadore and 
Lakemore; and Springfield, 
Brimfield, and Suffield Townships.  

NEFCO’s early work will focus on gathering data, 
contacting interested stakeholders, producing 
watershed maps, holding public meetings on 
watershed issues, and organizing an advisory group.  
The goal is to determine if there is sufficient local 
interest and momentum to complete and implement 
a watershed plan.  A stakeholder meeting will be 
held in August to assist NEFCO with these efforts.   
 
For more information or to get involved in any of 
these efforts, contact Eric Akin.   

Bob Breneman 
NEFCO General Policy Board Chairman 
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