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Welcome to the first edition of the Middle Cuyahoga River Watershed newsletter. | intend to put out roughly one issue each season.
Please feel free to contribute articles, blurbs, notices, photos, and other materials for this and the project website. Like much of the
watershed efforts, the format is evolving. Please visit our website for more information, www.uptuscwatershed.org/cuyahoga.html.

- Maia Peck, Middle Cuyahoga River Watershed Coordinator
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In order to protect our valuable waters, we need to take care
of our watershed over the long term.
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Views from the Watershed

Can you tell where in the watershed the pictureswsken?
Answers on last page. Do you live or work in tregevshed?

The Strength of Partnership: “How Can We Be Invohed?”

“How can we be involved?” people ask. An

interesting and helpful aspect of this effort is
how many ways people have already gotten
involved simply based on common interests.

A number of our partners meet monthly and
help with the watershed plan, public outreach
plan direction, comments, suggestions, etc. /
lot of work also occurs outside these meeting:
when people e-mail me, offer assistance, sha
information, or work with one of the partners
on a project in the watershed.

The following are a few examples of how peo
ple have been helping out, or how work that
they’re doing helps us plan and implement
good watershed practices. Some services ar
donated, some are performed under contract
part of a project. A lot of the assistance come:
where professionals can share their knowledc
in our planning process. To all, we appreciate
your help and expertise!

Summit County Planning Department anc
Portage County Regional Planning Com-
mission are donating the time and experti
of their staff for the important task of
project mapping.

Meeting attendees provide suggestions/
expertise duringnanymeetings.

Portage Soil and Water Conservatio -

District will be running the Breaknecl
Creek healthy stream field visit.

The City of Stow, Stow Parks, and
Charles Frederick have brought the
Walnut Creek (Adell Durbin) stream
restoration and watershed planning
effort to the attention of the group. It

will be an interesting demonstration.

Dave Herpy of Kent State University
Recreation and Wellness Center will
run a river clean-up on September 2

When we needed some quick wetlar
advice for Potter Creek, Breakneck
Creek Coalition president Chris Cray
croft put us in touch Coalition mem-

bers at Davey Resource Group, who -

are providing permitting expertise.

Dr. Chris Miller from the University
of Akron will do monitoring and
modeling in the Lake Hodgson water
shed for Dave Merleno of Ravenna.

Prof. John Hoornbeek of Kent State
University has offered to help with th
implementation elements of the plan
and training.

Steve Tuckerman, Ohio EPA, pro-
vided a good overall context to start
the watershed action plan. He and Bill
Zawiski, Ohio EPA are providing data.

Cuyahoga RAP/Community Planning
Organization will provide wetlands
mapping and help lead a discussion on
protecting/restoring wetland functions.

| have met with or presented to the
Kent Environmental Council, Home
Builders Assoc. environment and leg-
islation committee, and the Portage
Storm Water Task Force. We have a
watershed protection presentation that
anyone can use to present to groups.
I’'m available to visit groups any time.

Several organizations/companies who
do stream/wetland restoration are pro-
viding expertise, ideas, examples.

We participate in and host many
activities, including field visits, clean-
ups, festivals, which are open to any-
one who is interested. We’d love to
have help with demonstration projects!

Opportunities to participate are as varied as
people’s interests and expertise. Our part-
ners’ contributions will help this watershed
planning and implementation succeed.



Potter Creek Self-Forming Stream (Overwide Ditch) monstration Project

Unlike natural stream forms, Potter Creek,
like many areas of the Breakneck Creek
headwaters, has miles of ditched, straight-
ened, silt-filled channels flowing through
agricultural land. Ditches are often unsta-
ble, eroding and silting in, degrading water
quality. They prevent the important natural
process of floodplains storing water.

NEFCO, the Portage SWCD, the City of
Ravenna, Breakneck Creek Coalition, and
Cuyahoga RAP, are funded by a Section
319 non-point source pollution grant to
reshape a portion of Potter Creek to restor
floodplain access and meanders while al-
lowing the agricultural use to continue.

Potter Creek Restoration Area

design. These projects are called “self-
forming streams,” because the streams teng technique for restoring floodplains and
to concentrate flow during low water and
create their own narrow, meandering chan-
nels. During higher water, the floodwaters
The project involves removing stream banl spjl| onto the newly created floodplain and
to the bottom of the stream and Creating a deposit Sediment' which qu|ck|y Supports
wide flat path for meanders to form. Engi- yegetation. The dense vegetation and rich

“self forming streams.” There are very few
examples in Northeast Ohio.

The project has been delayed due in part to
the experimental nature of the approach
and personnel shifts. The project is at the
end of its initial three-year grant period, but
the Ohio EPA has approved an extension to
December 31, 2009. The project team will
get wetland permits during summer, 2009,
and construct the project during the fall.

This project will demonstrate a new

natural stream form, in the hummocky

kettle topography and agricultural lands of
northeast Ohio. The middle Cuyahoga
watershed partners can monitor its progress
and effects over time, evaluating this as a
tool to restore floodplain access, natural

neers from the Ohio Department of Natura spils may help absorb nutrients. For photos, meander patterns, and nutrient uptake in

Resources developed the concept and

of similar projects, search Google Maps for channelized agricultural streams.

Adell Durbin: Watershed Approach to Address StreamBank Erosion

Adell Durbin Park in Stow has a water-

landscape architect, Charles Frederick, are water with an expanded rain garden, native

related problem that will be addressed withworking on a watershed based approach to plantings, and flood storage area.

a watershed-scale approach. Within the 1/&duce the storm water running into the
square mile watershed of Walnut Creek, a stream. The phased approach, still in
headwater tributary to the Cuyahoga River,development, would likely involve:

the steep topography and im-
pervious pavement and roofs
send too much storm water
into the stream.

The overloaded stream is
incising, eroding vertically
into the hill and headward.
The City of Stow, Stow Parks,
Friends of Stow Parks, and

In later phases, the City is considering
establishing rain gardens in the upper por-
tion of the watershed to reduce storm water
- Building a rock channel  runoff into the park and stream.
down the hill with cascad-
ing pools that mimic natu-

ral streams on steep slopes

The steep topography and degree of devel-
opment are typical of many areas in the
Middle Cuyahoga watershed. This could
be a good demonstration project to reduce
storm water in a developed subwatershed.

- Increasing flood storage
and absorption of storm

“We can’t use the band-aid approach any more. We need to
reduce the water that's coming in from the rest of the watershed.”
- Dave Roberts, Stow Park Naturalist

Stream Restoration: Middle Cuyahoga Dams  corge pam.—so foot dam owned by Ohio

Dams and waterfalls along the Middle
Cuyahoga helped form the region’s cities,
providing power for mills, and later,
cooling water. Some were constructed for
recreation. Many no longer serve their
original purpose. The dam pools are
stagnant, trap silt and algae, often are low
in oxygen, and reduce water quality.

Altering the Kent Dam restored flow to the river

Removal/alteration of two dams along the A few dams remain on this stretch of the
river, each creating a stagnant dam pool,

Middle Cuyahoga transformed stagnant

The river is now a great attraction.

Edison. A recent application for a 50-year
hydroelectric license has been rescinded.

Cuyahoga Falls—two smaller dams with a
total drop of 17 feet. The rapids along Front
Street in Cuyahoga Falls would once again be
visible. A feasibility study to remove the
dams has been completed, and the City is
considering its next steps. A small dam on
Kelsey Creek in Cuyahoga Falls has been
removed.

pools to freely flowing river, with stunning impairing water quality. Imagine the effects Kent—as part of reconstructing a culvert

results! Fish populations and water qualityon the streams and river when and if these

indicators have improved dramatically. are removed:

under Mogadore Road, the City will remove
the dam that currently houses the culvert
and creates the Plum Creek dam pool.



Answers to the question on Page 2
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Help, Help! We need help from communities
and organizations to learn what problems,
needs, or risks we should be addressing, what
special places we should protect or restore, and
how your community or organization would be
willing to help get it done. During the fall we’'ll
focus on surface and groundwater - flooding,
ditches, algae, erosion, water quality, wetlands,
etc. We will learn about healthy systems and
how to keep them that way. Come learn with us,
share your concerns and suggestions. Join us
in a field trip or clean-up, host a meeting to learn
about protecting our watershed. I'm happy to talk
with groups, councils, schools, local officials
about water related concerns and management.
Please let me know.—Maia Peck

Work Program Update Upcoming Activities

All Ohio DNR funded watershed coordina- The first sections will be written this sum-
tors must follow an annual work plan that mer. Autumn’s work will focus on surface
addresses certain elements, as noted. and ground water, threats, and features that
(Element 2, Fundraising, has not been a help protect streams. Winter's focus will
focus during this period.) In the first six  be issues and implementation.

months, of the project with considerable 4. Monitoring/Assessmert-Photographed
help from our partners, we have addressed,ions of Breakneck Creek and Potter

work program elements as follows: Creek. which will be labeled

1. Outreach#artlupated in Who's Your ¢ Organizational Development— R | September 26. 2009Lit
Mama Festival and River Day; presented {qgiaplished and continue to expand an e- N ver (I:(ean-gp ep erfn erT ’ PI -k -
Akron-Portage Home Builders Association Ifénril(t:o-;fu\;aP‘;arrll?s l\jlzr:ro:rlg(ilrsy Laz;rrglenr
and Portage County Storm Water Task i ) .
Force; met with the Kent Environmental developed guidelines for participating on S)Eblilss'”'watebr g:e?n-tijp tStf’:llrtlng at Tannery
Council; developed a website, newsletter, ¢ gieering committee, which guides the ark. See website for aetalls.

fact sheets, and a watershed Power Point plan and will be key to implementation. Suggestions, help, participation are
presentation that can be loaned out. always welcome.Please feel free to

3. Watershed Action Plan Development— 6.rol_gwcrt)I;errgne]négﬂgg—tl\t/looxigrtlheCCF)’r(]);tre:::_Ec:.n_ contact me at mpeck@nefcoplanning.org,
proj P y UClon- - 334.252-0337 or view our website, http://

Begun the inventory, developed draft maps,q,q
y, largely through the efforts of Portage www.uptuscwatershed.org/cuyahoga.html
(base map, geology, topography, popula- gy cp; identified the Adell Durbin work P orgretyanoga.nimt

tion density, and land cover). as a potential demonstration project.

September 3, 2009 Field visit and
assessments— healthy and impacted stream
systems (Breakneck Creek). Details are
being finalized, check the website, http://
www.uptuscwatershed.org/cuyahoga.html.

We will probably meet at the Ravenna
wastewater treatment plant on Hohman Rd.
and carpool to the site.

mail list of participants, held a kick-off
meeting and monthly work sessions, and

We welcome participation, comments, and suggestions from any interested parties . If you have questions about any
items in the newsletter or on the website, would like to participate, or would like more information about the Middle Cuyahoga
River Watershed, please contact Maia Peck, watershed coordinator, at 330-252-0337, mpeck@nefcoplanning.org, or visit
our website, http://www.uptuscwatershed.org/cuyahoga.html. The Middle Cuyahoga Watershed planning project is a
community effort supported by a full-time watershed coordinator sponsored by NEFCO and funded in part by an Ohio
Watershed Coordinator Grant from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Soil and Water Resources.



